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We dedicate our “Summer” newsletter to the celebration of incredible growth and advancement for pickleball in our 

community.  First, celebrating PRP’s 5th Anniversary, also the 1st Anniversary of The Pickle Vine, and lastly but 

most exciting, the BIRTH of PicklePlex®.  Three events coming together and reminding us of what we have, what 

many communities wish they had, and to make mention of those who have worked hard to get us here. Whether you 

reside in the Charlotte County community full-time or part-time, we hope your start into Summer finds you having a 

terrific time playing pickleball and enjoying time with famiy and friends.  

CELEBRATING FIVE YEARS OF PICKLEBALL IN CHARLOTTE COUNTY 

AND THE PEACE RIVER PICKLERS 
Submitted by Doug Gammie 

Pickleball in Charlotte County had a meager start with a small group of enthusiasts playing at the South County Recrea-
tion Center in 2009.  Jimmy Knott requested time and permission to tape lines in the gymnasium for one court, which 
led to two courts in 2010, with lines painted in 2011. Approximately 25 players were enjoying the sport by the end of the 
year. Within months, the enthusiasm continued growing and players were requesting more play time.  It was during this 
time that the City of Punta Gorda was approached to allow Pickleball lines be added to the tennis courts at Gilchrist 
Park. The first four courts were painted at Gilchrist in 2012, with players funding and managing the portable nets to al-
low dual purpose use with tennis. By the end of 2012, there were approximately 140 players in the area.    

(Continued on pages 2 & 3.) 

CELEBRATING THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE PICKLE VINE NEWSLETTER 

By Sue Meyer and Ginny MacDonald, Co-Editors  

It is very hard to believe that a year has passed since the inception of this newsletter.  We have had a blast writing it, get-

ting to know our members, and hearing from you along the way.  The idea of a newsletter was born from discussions at a 

skills/drills session on the outdoor courts at South County Rec Center.  Lin Coe was our persistent and determined 

coach, encouraging us to slow down, focus on finesse, balance, and breathing.  Among the participants we could hear 

suggestions for better communication among Club members about leagues starting, more organized events and open 

play that would allow us to play together and further develop skills as groups.  Communication is always key to the suc-

cess of any endeavor, and it was evident here.     (Continued on page 2.) 

THE BIRTH OF PICKLEPLEX® 
Many thanks to the PicklePlex® Board for helping us pull this article together through conversations, 

interviews, and e-mail questions 

BOARD MEMBERS:  Ted Kegeris (President), Joel Schaffer (Vice President), Gloria Reilly (Secretary/Treasurer), Dave Fox 

(Director of Pickleball Activities), Sue Carman (Director of Fund Raising), Doug Gammie (Director of Operations), and Nancy 

Prafke (City Liaison) 

As our first 16 courts are completed, and we as players step on the surface for the first time, we hope you will give thanks to the 
folks listed above that have worked very hard to make these our home courts.  We hope too that you will pat yourselves on the back 
for contributing funds and/or time to help it along the way.  The following is an historical account of how we got here, and 

man….it’s a story we are so happy to tell!  Congratulations to the Board, to the City of Punta Gorda, to Florida Southwestern State 
College, and to the members of PRP!  Here goes… 

(Continued on page 2.) 
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CELEBRATING FIVE YEARS OF PICKLEBALL IN CHARLOTTE COUNTY 

AND THE PEACE RIVER PICKLERS 
Submitted by Doug Gammie, (Continued from page 1) 

As the number of players continued to grow, so did the need for more courts and possible interest in 
holding a tournament. The city could see the growing demand and agreed to paint an additional tennis 
court providing a total of eight dual-use pickleball/tennis courts with the players funding and building 
additional portable nets. Local players, Linda Huber and Sue Nelson, gathered with a few others in 
February 2013 for the purpose of providing a common voice to the City and County for future Pickle-
ball venues, organized play, social activities and possible tournaments. By the end of the 2013 season, 
the number of players had grown to approximately 270.    

The first “club” organization meeting was held at the home of Linda and Jay Huber on April 18, 2014 
with twelve Pickleball players in attendance. It was at this meeting that there was enough interest to 
form an “investigating committee” to pursue forming a club. The next formal meeting would be later 
in the year after the Snowbirds returned.  

Dialogue began with the Charlotte County Recreation Advisory Board on May 7, 2014 requesting ded-
icated Pickleball venues to meet the rapidly growing demand. Unfortunately, the numerous meetings then and since have not 
yielded any results for dedicated courts. However, they did provide finances to add visible lines on the tennis courts at the 
South County Rec Center outdoor courts for dual use with tennis. It was becoming more apparent that Pickleball was addic-
tive for many, and that this was not a passing fad.   (Continued on Page 3.) 

CELEBRATING THE FIRST YEAR OF THE PICKLE VINE NEWSLETTER 

 By Sue Meyer and Ginny MacDonald, Co-Editors (Continued from page 1.) 

When Lin suggested the idea of a NEWSLETTER…..  Ginny and I, sitting next to one another, said simultaneously “that 

would be fun, but only if we both do it.”  And we laughed.  We continue to have a good time together, especially when the 

content comes from members.  This content, whether it be a news item, an announcement, but especially an interesting story, 

helps us to stay motivated by sharing with all of you.  How long will this go on?  Well….  That depends on all of us.  If you 

know of a story that is worthy of telling, or have news or an announcement that should be shared, please pass it on and help 

us make this a newsletter worth reading.  

THE BIRTH OF PICKLEPLEX 
(Continued from Page 1.) 

At the conclusion of our first and successful PRP tournament in January 2016, and seeing the fast and continuous growth of our Club, the 

original PRP board members recognized that more pickleball courts would be needed. After all, that first tournament drew 254 players at 

Gilchrist Park.  The City of Punta Gorda was all welcoming and open to the idea of tournaments and drawing visitors to town.  Then the 

PRP Board was approached by the Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club to host a second tournament in November 2016 for their charity of 

choice, Tidewell Hospice.  At a party for the volunteers for the Hospice Cup, Ted Kegeris, Joel Shaffer and Dave Fox began discussing 

the idea of a dedicated facility.  Shortly after, a committee was formed and Sue Carman, Doug Gammie, and Gloria Reilly were invited to 

join.   

By the end of the third tournament, the second PRP Tournament on March 3-5, 2017, this time with 354 players at Gilchrist, the local cli-

mate within the Gilchrist Park community changed.  All three tournaments were a success, but parking was an issue at the Park and the 
crowds created issues for the neighborhood. If we were going to offer additional tournaments, we would need a new venue.   At a Punta 
Gorda City Council meeting following that tournament, pickleball at Gilchrist was a topic.  Nancy Prafke volunteered to become the 

City’s Pickleball Liaison.  Soon thereafter, the plan was drawn for PicklePlex and a search began for a piece of property.  

What started out as a need for more courts for daily play and a venue for tournaments became the quest for a first-class, dedicated facili-

ty.  But where?  How?  Investors were willing, but did we really want to turn this dream over to investors?  How much could we count on 

the community, and how many dedicated members would see it to fruition? And most importantly, how can we raise the needed funds to 

not only build it,  but to maintain it?     (Continued on Page 3.) 

Sue Nelson and Linda 

Huber, original Board 

Members of PRP. 
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CELEBRATING FIVE YEARS OF PICKLEBALL IN CHARLOTTE COUNTY  

AND THE PEACE RIVER PICKLERS 
Submitted by Doug Gammie, (Continued from page 2) 

 
The social aspect of pickleball was unique, with many established and lasting friendships that continue to this day. This at-
mosphere prevailed and an organization meeting was conducted with the Pickleball Investigating Committee and the pickle-
ball community at large at the South County Recreation Center to review the possibility of forming a club. It is estimated that 
approximately 325 players were active in the community at that time. 

In early 2015, meetings were held with City Officials to convert the dual-purpose courts at Gilchrist to dedicated courts 

which was approved January 21, 2015, and construction commenced later that spring. With growing support to proceed and 

develop a Pickleball club, a name was decided, the Logo established, bylaws were written along with our mission statement. 

Application for a non-profit organization was registered with the state and IRS. The Tax ID Number was issued on June 30, 

2015. The first officers of the Club were Joel Shaffer (President), Sue Nelson (Vice President), and Linda Huber (Secretary/

Treasurer). The Peace River Picklers was officially formed on August 25, 2015 with the signing of the Articles of Incorpora-

tion.  The first Annual Peace River Picklers’ meeting was held November 10, 2015, with 79 paid members at the time. The 

PRP Board was expanded to include Cary Carney and Doug Gammie for a total of five Board Members. 

By Mid-December 2015, there were 185 Peace River Picklers Members, with several active in planning the first PRP Pickle-

ball Tournament scheduled for January 22-24, 2016.  In spite of inclement weather, the first tournament was a success with 

over 254 players. The Social Committee was also formed to host a Valentines’ pot luck at Gilchrist Park with 97 in attend-

ance.  Numerous other social gatherings have been held, with the Christmas Galas being very memorable. The number of 

members continued to grow and by March 2016, the membership exceeded 300.  Once the Gilchrist courts became dedicated, 

the portable nets were assumed by the club and moved to South County Regional outdoor courts where they remain in use 

today. 

The club members were polled to determine what activities were of most interest and many members wanted to improve their 

game with camps, instructional drills, league play, and of course, social activities. Many volunteers have come forward and 

dedicated their time to help facilitate the ever-growing interest in these endeavors.  The first Leagues and Skills and Drills 

sessions were organized indoors initially in 2016; however, more courts were needed, so most of this activity has moved to 

the outdoor courts at South County.   

     (Continued on Page 4.) 

BIRTH OF PICKLEPLEX 

(Continued from page 2) 

 
As the board began to move forward, and issues were raised along the way, it was clear that PicklePlex would need to be established as a 

501© (3), and that took an enormous amount of time and work.  It was the obvious next step, and extremely important in the overall en-

deavor, since the dream was to have free and open courts for the local pickleball community instead of a complex built by investors.  The 

PicklePlex would be built on private and corporate donations.  Finally, they had the support of the City of Punta Gorda, Charlotte County 

Tourism and Visitors Council, the Punta Gorda Chamber of Commerce, FSW State College (only the use of land through the lease), and of 

course, PRP membership.   

This month, our first 16 brand new lighted courts will be ready for you to play pickleball, complete with fencing between and around, a 

sound barrier between it and the nearby classroom building.  These will be our home courts where we can play for free, with the exception 

of times during tournament play, because that is how the bills will be paid to keep them maintained.  There will be times when the Pick-

lePlex Board will call upon PRP members to volunteer our time/expertise to make things happen, to succeed in maintaining our facility, and 

we hope you will be ready and willing.  As they say, it takes a village to build a dream, and to keep it thriving. 



NOTICE TO MEMBERS:  

We are trying our best to fix the problem that some members are not receiving our e-mail BLASTS, which include 
the newsletter.  We believe the following could help to resolve this problem.  Please add both of the following 
email addresses into your email contact list: 

peaceriverpicklers@pb04.wixshoutout.com 

peaceriverpicklers@gmail.com 

This alone may not fix the problem, but it may.  And please stay in touch with us if you fail to receive the 
newsletter by the first of each month.  Thanks! 

SUMMER 2019 Anniversary Issue 

In Punta Gorda: 
 Gilchrist Park, West Retta Esplanade 

 South County Rec Center,  670 Cooper St 

In Port Charlotte: 
 Harold Ave Rec Center,  23400 Harold Ave 

In Englewood: 
 Tringali Sports Center, 3460 N. Access Rd 

PEACE RIVER PICKLERS 
Mission Statement: 

The Mission of the Peace River Picklers, Inc. pickleball club is to promote 
pickleball through education, clinics, and competitive tournaments to 
residents of Charlotte County and surrounding areas as well as providing 
opportunities for competitive and social pickleball activities. Our overall 
theme is to encourage sportsmanship and camaraderie through fun and 
exercise.  

CELEBRATING FIVE YEARS OF PICKLEBALL IN CHARLOTTE COUNTY 

AND THE PEACE RIVER PICKLERS 
Submitted by Doug Gammie, (Continued from page 3) 

This year,  there were 16 different leagues with 293 participants filling a total of 430 league spots.  Since inception there have 

been numerous training programs offered for improved skills as well as referee training.  Frances Gammie, a member since 

inception, has introduced over 2,900 people to the basics of pickleball with her dedicated volunteers.  To build on skills beyond 

basics, Linda Coe and her helpful volunteers have provided opportunities for many of those beginners to improve their game. 

We are very fortunate to have three Ambassadors for USAPA Pickleball in our Club:  Linda Coe, Gloria Reilly, and Ted 

Kegeris.  

And we are proud to have donated to several charitable organizations in the county from proceeds from tournaments, sessions 

of skills/drills, and leagues, after all expenses have been covered. 

With the increasing membership growth of the club, the bylaws have been changed to expand the board to seven members to 

accommodate the separation of one position of Secretary/Treasurer to two.  The current member count is 696 and considering 

the club has been in existence for a relatively short period of time, the amount of activity, number of members and accomplish-

ments are certainly noteworthy.  This success has been a direct result of many passionate volunteers giving their time for the 

betterment of the pickleball community.    

Disclaimer: This information has been collected from various people, records and PRP files.  While every effort has been taken to provide accurate information, some ac-

counts could not be validated.   

mailto:peaceriverpicklers@pb04.wixshoutout.com
mailto:peaceriverpicklers@gmail.com


 
 
A word from our President,  
Mary Stewart…. 
 
 
 
 

Hello Everyone; 
  
We are trying something new…a short message from the President in the 
newsletter each month.  Wow!  Who knew I had that much to say. 
  
The snowbirds are leaving our fair city in flocks and the love bugs are out in 
full force.  The afternoon rains have returned and the alligators are... well, 
let’s just say they are very amorous.  PicklePlex®  is almost open for our en-
joyment and sadly, the courts at Gilchrist hang in the balance.  Chang-
es……. 
  
I hope and encourage all Picklers, no matter where you play,  to remember 
to include waiting players and rotate them into your games.  If there are only 
one or two paddles on deck, and even if there are open courts (how are 2 
players going to play a regular game?), please be courteous and invite them 
to play. It is only for a short time and your kindness and friendliness will go a 
long way to make them feel welcome, not to mention the positive vibes you 
will be sending for the PRP. 
  
That is all for now.  See you on the courts! 
  
Mary Stewart 

                                                We welcome newsletter submissions, suggestions, comments.   

Co-editors:     Ginny MacDonald (macdonald24520@gmail.com)                 Sue Meyer (suemeyer@umich.edu) 

 PRP BUSINESS  



The Visani Comedy Club Presents: 

John Carli, Local Comedian 

Thursday, June 6 at 8 pm 

2400 Kings Highway, Port Charlotte, $10/person 

For PRP Fundraiser tickets please RSVP:  

McKittricksusan@gmail.com 

PRP invites all interested members 

PRP HAPPENINGS 

Classes will be held for our local young children 

in a Summer Camp Program with Ricky Deller 

as lead instructor.   

When:  Fridays in June & July 

10:00am—12:00pm 

at Pickleplex® 

Anyone interested in helping 

Ricky and the children, send 

an e-mail to Gloria Reilly at 

Gloria@pickleplex.org 



Third Annual  

Peace River Picklers Tournament 

December 6—8, 2019 

At PicklePlex® 

Schedule of Events: 

Friday       Men's and Women's Doubles  - - - - -  Over 60 
 Saturday  Mixed Doubles  - - - - - -   All Ages 
 Sunday    Men's and Women's Doubles  - - - - -  Under 60 

(Ages and Levels may be combined if less than 4 teams.) 

Registration Fee $40 
plus $10 for each event 

Online registration ONLY via PickleballTournaments.com 

(Registration is now open;  registration deadline Nov 29.) 

NOTE TO PRP MEMBERS:  Please be aware that this year our tournament is open to the public 

and as such, we encourage you to register as soon as you can to ensure a spot.  We encourage 

all members, all levels, to register early, come play with us and have a good time.   

https://www.pickleballtournaments.com/pbt_tlisting.pl?selstate=FL&daysout=60


REPORT FROM THE US OPEN 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR PRP MEMBERS WINNING MEDALS AT THE U.S. OPEN 

We are so proud of you all! 

GOLD MEDAL WINNERS: 

Lin Coe and partner Tony Gray—MXD 3.5, 70+ 

Paul Richards and partner Carla Walker—MXD 4.5, 55+ 

SILVER MEDAL WINNERS: 

Hank Halat and partner Sharlene Peter—MXD 4.0, 75+ 

Paul Richards and partner Mike Madura—MD 4.5, 65+ 

BRONZE MEDAL WINNERS: 

Melody and Greg Woodsum—MXD 3.5, 60+ 

Cynthia Schiffer—WS 3.0, 60+ 

Melody Woodsum and partner Brigitte Latal—WD 3.5, 65+ 

We are also VERY proud of our PRP REFEREES who did a superb job at the Open.  It is a very tough job at times, 

but can be rewarding as well.  We were able to catch them in action in a few of their matches.   Way to go!!! 

Lin Coe and Tony Gray after their 

gold medal win. 

Andrea Gately refereeing a match between Matt 

Wright/Dave Weinbach and David Secel/Will Wlilson 

under the big tent! 

Melissa Shaffer refereeing a match be-

tween Michael Leonard/Rafael Array and 

Rick Witsken/Matthew Schiller 

Melody Woodsum refereeing a match between Lisa/

Wayne Dollard and Lisa Naumu/Steve Kennedy. 

Autograph opportunities were 

abundant in Naples, as demon-

strated by Su Chaplin as Tyson 

McGuffin (Men’s Singles Pro win-

ner) signs her 1,000th paddle won 

from Pickleball Place. 



Volunteers are needed for all tournaments in many capacities.  
If you can help, please contact Joanne Parker: 

Joannehparker@icloud.com 

OPENING TOURNAMENT SERIES 

Summer Sizzler—June 28-30, 2019 

Hurricane Hustle—September 14-15, 2019 

Your Pickleball Place presents “Haunted Halloween” 

October 25-27, 2019 

Peace River Picklers Annual Tournament December 6-8, 2019 

Pickleplex® GRAND OPENING TOURNAMENT—January 10-12, 2020 

Sweetheart Tournament—February 7-9, 2020 

For details and registration go to: pickleballtournaments.com 

Check out our website:  pickleplex.org 

Like us on Facebook:  Pickleplex of Punta Gorda 

mailto:Joannehparker@icloud.com


® 

The PicklePlex® Board would like to thank everyone who proudly wore 
their PicklePlex® gear at the U.S. Open in Naples.  Recognized everywhere 
in the venue by the end of the week, it drew many questions about who we 
are, where we are, and our progress. It was a great opportunity to network 
and make important contacts and talk about what will be happening in the 
months to come. Stay tuned as we announce upcoming camps and clinics, as 
well as scheduled tournaments.  

We want to think of PicklePlex® as the friendliest, welcoming place to enjoy pickleball in Flor-

ida.  As such, we encourage all players to always be inclusive and helpful to all players.   

OPEN PLAY…  key words for inclusive of all players, make them feel welcome to enjoy our 

beautiful venue. 

Important notes about our upcoming tournaments: 

First, this year the PRP annual tournament will be open to the public.  Therefore we encourage all 

members to register as soon as you can to ensure a spot. 

Secondly, the first tournament is our “soft opening” tournament and we would love for you to 

come and join in the fun.  This will be a perfect opportunity for those who have never played in a 

tournament, or have little experience so that the ones to follow will give you more confidence.  

Thirdly, we would like to encourage PRP members to seriously consider the Halloween tourna-

ment, sponsored by our local paddle manufacturer, Chuck Taylor of The Pickleball Place.  Chuck 

has not only been a good friend to all of us, but has been very supportive of PicklePlex® from the 

get-go.  This will be a fun tournament, full of surprises and opportunities to celebrate the holiday.   

And finally…   All the tournaments are important this first year, and all will be great fun to either 

participate by playing or volunteering to help.  Come be a part of it all! 

THANKS EVERYONE FOR YOUR PAVER DONATIONS!

Should you still be interested, your opportunity is NOW!  This fundraising ef-

fort is proving to be a huge success since its release a few months ago.  This effort 

will make such an impact on how the complex looks as you walk up.  These pav-

ers will help to beautify the paths that surround PicklePlex® and adds a personal 

touch as well.  You can participate by following the link to their website and fill-

ing in the form to add your engraved message.    

polarengraving.com/pickleplexofpuntagorda

https://polarengraving.com//pickleplexofpuntagorda



