
 

 

 

______________________________________ 

The Newsletter Premiers…. 

Welcome to the first edition of the Peace River Picklers’ newsletter.  Hopefully, our newsletter 

will help keep you updated on events and activities taking place within our pickleball community.  

Our monthly newsletter will also be posted on our Peace River Picklers webpage: 

https://www.peaceriverpicklers.com/   and will be e-mailed to each member as it is released. 

Happy Summer! 

Summer is nearly here and the snow birds have all but migrated north.  We will 

surely miss them!  Pickleball however, is alive and well in Punta Gorda.  

PLEASE NOTE:  School will be out soon and as such, Camp will be held indoors 

at Cooper from May 28-August 10.  Therefore, no indoor leagues will be held 

during this period at this location.  Once dates become available for Fall, an email blast will be 

sent to all members.  Have a happy Summer everyone! 

 

 

In Punta Gorda: 

     Gilchrist Park,  

     West Retta Esplanade 

 

     South County Rec Center 

     670 Cooper Street 

 

In Port Charlotte: 

     Harold Avenue Rec Center 

     23400 Harold Avenue 

 

In Englewood: 

     Tringali Sports Center 

     3460 N. Access Rd 

 

CALENDAR 
 

Gilchrist Tuesday Summer League:  May 

29 – July 3, play-off on Sunday, July 8 

(already filled) 

Pickleball Poker Run:  Saturday, June 9, 9 

a.m. – 2 p.m. (sign-up deadline June 6). See 

flyer that follows. 

Wednesday Ladies’ Drills:  Ongoing 8 

a.m.-10 a.m., South County Cooper, 

outdoors 

Sundays’ Social Play, 6:30 p.m. at Cooper, 

outdoors 

https://www.peaceriverpicklers.com/


WAY TO GO, PRP MEMBERS! 

 

Linda Huber and Sue Nelson were 

honored at a dinner held by the Peace River 

Picklers' Board of Directors for their efforts 

in establishing the Club and serving on the 

original board of directors.  Way to go!!  The 

entire membership congratulates and thank  

you both on your hard work and dedication to 

our club. 

Pictured here: PRP Board President Joel 

Shaffer with Linda Huber and Sue Nelson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janet and David Mullen were honored on 

Monday, April 30th at the Keep Charlotte 

Beautiful Awards Banquet for their efforts to 

keep the Harbor Walk clean by their daily 

litter collecting. (Nominated by PRP member 

Gloria Reilly.)  Congratulations and thanks to 

you both! 

Pictured here: Rhonda Harvey, Head of 

Keep Charlotte Beautiful, and  Janet and 

David Mullen. 

 

 

 

PEACE RIVER PICKLERS CONTINUE TO GROW 

As of this newsletter, we are pleased to relay that we are 628 strong!!  That is up from 411 this 

time last year, incredible growth in a year.  Just one more indicator that Pickleball is the fastest 

growing sport in America!

This Photo by 

http://411.ca/blog/category/corporate/press-releases/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


PRP 2018 VOLUNTEER DRILL INSTRUCTORS

These hard-working volunteers have helped so 

many members over the Winter to improve their 

skills.  Our skills/drills teams have been so 

generous in sharing their time and teaching 

abilities, and we want to thank them for all they 

do.   

In this picture, from L-R: Gloria Reilly, 

Brooke Minnich, Steve Schaab, Lin Coe, Pete 

Parsil, Karen Wallace, Reggie Dumont, Steve Baulch, Diane Baulch and Pete Reilly.  

Not pictured: Su Chaplin, Julie Heitman, Ricky Ricardo Dellar, Rick Latimer and Nancy 

Latimer.  We are indebted to your service to our Club and hope we can continue to draw on your 

knowledge and skills in the future. 

SKILLS AND DRILLS FOR THIS PAST SEASON 

Members enjoyed skills/drills that started in January, running through March with two sessions 

per week; Tuesday evening and Friday morning. We had over 224 participants, 520 man-hours 

with 15 volunteer instructors and 5 additional volunteer helpers that assisted: Sue and Mac Meyer, 

Ginny MacDonald, Dale Parker and Kay Shandley. There were no drills in April, but another four-

week session will be held in the month of May. Drill instructors will be Gloria and Pete Reilly, 

Ricky Ricardo Dellar, Bruce McPhee, Kris Johanessen and Lin Coe. 

Special thank you to all the volunteers. We would not have the programs we offer to our members 

without all your help and dedication. 

 

REPORTS ON PAST SEASONAL LEAGUES  

WINTER NOVICE LEAGUES 

Indoor and Outdoor novice leagues were a 

huge success this season, with more people 

wanting to play than spots available. This, 

however, led to the need for an outdoor 

league.  Thanks to Susie Brickle and Denise 

McIssac for taking on the task of organizing 

this League and making it a fun time for 

everyone.  Thanks also to Frances Gammie 

for organizing the Indoor Novice leagues! 

WINTER INTERMEDIATE 

LEAGUES 

Intermediate leagues were also organized 

both indoors and outdoors and we wish to 

acknowledge and thank the following people:  

Curt Crosser for Friday Indoor Intermediate 

League; Jim Vetter, Nancy Morton, and 

Larry Ferns for outdoor intermediate early 

morning league; Bruce McPhee for outdoor 

intermediate later morning league. 

 



OTHER LEAGUES 

 Melissa Eichmeyer-Shaffer accepted responsibility for Thursday evening  advanced league that 

was a great success.  And finally, an age 70+ traveling league was organized by Reggie Dumont 

that was great fun for all. 

A HUGE thanks to all these generous organizers to provide players with fun times on the courts. 

 

FUTURE LEAGUES AND SKILLS/DRILLS…. 

Stay tuned for news of upcoming drills and leagues starting in the Fall, they will be posted here 

in the newsletter.

NEW SPECIALISTS FOR PRP!! 

We are proud to announce that PRP has joined the IPTPA (International Pickleball Teaching 

Professionals Association).  The teaching philosophy of the IPTPA is based on progressive 

learning.  IPTPA teaches the game from the inside out (i.e., NVZ to the baseline).  PRP Members 

will  receive a $10 discount when being rated by our IPTPA Certified Rating Specialist.  PRP 

memberes that are Certified IPTPA teachers are:   

Andy Gutierez (srandyg@gmail.com)  

Kris Johanessen (860-637-0284) 

Scott Tingley (pickleballacademy@gmail.com).  Contact Scott if you are interested in 

becoming a certified teacher. 

Thank you all for your continued commitment to raise the standards of teaching 

pickleball. 

 

Each month we will attempt to feature little tidbits 

here from various sources.  Your suggestions are 

welcomed! 

• Etiquette.  Congratulate/compliment partners and opponents on good shots.  Be nice. 

• Rules.  If the ball should hit your hand that is holding the paddle, it is considered a good 

hit.  Any other part of your arm, wrist, etc., is considered a fault. 

•  Safety. Refrain from peddling backwards for a ball.  Also, as the weather warms for 

Summer, increase your hydration routine! So important to stay hydrated 

before/during/after your play. 

• Tips.  Watch the ball!  No, really… actually focus on the holes in the ball.  It might help 

you to follow the ball all the way to your paddle, thus improving your returns.

mailto:srandyg@gmail.com
mailto:pickleballacademy@gmail.com


NEWS FROM NAPLES, FL 

THE 2018 U.S. OPEN PICKLEBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS  

Most everyone knows by now that the Open was an awesome event again this year with more 

players, more courts, more matches, better weather, and so much fun!!!  The days were busy…   

checking the schedule minute-by-minute, running from court to court to see your favorite match 

or player.  Even as a spectator, each day was exhausting.  But so much fun! 

A tent representing Pickleplex was very visible at the Open, as member volunteers stood by 

throughout the week to answer questions and provide information.  

Peace River Picklers played well, many earning medals…   

 

PEACE RIVER PICKLERS 

 MEDAL WINNERS AT THE 2018 U.S. OPEN 

Men’s Doubles 3.0   50+  Jonathan Ralph/Gary Wilson  Gold 

Men’s Doubles 3.5    70+  Hank Halat/Lou Duke   Gold 

Women’s Doubles 4.5   65+    Kay Nealis/Noni Peterson  Silver 

Men’s Doubles 3.5    65+  Pete Reilly/Tom Stewart  Silver 

Men’s Doubles Pro   40+  Scott Tingley/David Duncan  Silver 

Mixed Doubles 4.0    60+  Scott Foster/Michelle Foster  Silver 

 

Our Gold Medal Winners

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lou Duke & Henry Halat                                                               

 

Gary Wilson & Jonathan Ralph                     

                                          



Our Silver Medal Winners 

         Scott Tingley & David Duncan                                Pete Reilly & Tom Stewart                                            

    

                                                                                                                               

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Michelle Foster & Scott Foster                     Noni Peterson & Kay Nealis 

 

If you medal in a tournament we would love to share it with the membership.  Please send 

your medal picture and details (tournament name, location, which medal, division, and 

partner name to one of our editors (e-mail addresses on last page).  That goes for all you 

snowbirds as well who will compete this Summer.  THANKS! 



NEWS ON PICKLEPLEX 

(by Sue Carmen) 

The PicklePlex Team continues fund raising efforts and hopes to break ground this Summer.  We 

have one last permit to obtain and then we can start the first 16 courts.  We would like to thank 

everyone for their support and special thanks to the folks that worked the PicklePlex tent at the 

U.S. Open.  We made some great contacts and have several top Pros who are interested in holding 

clinics/camps at the PicklePlex once completed.  PicklePlex is a 501©(3) and accepting donations 

at PicklePlex.org website. 

 

UPCOMING FUND RAISER – COME JOIN THE FUN!! 

  



CONTEST TO NAME 

OUR NEWSLETTER 

We would like to challenge the 

membership to name this newsletter. 

Something a little fun/catchy/appropriate.  

Your help is greatly appreciated and will be 

generously rewarded (winner gets to select a 

one-hour lesson with one of our three 

certified teachers—Scott Tingley, Andy 

Gutierrez, or Kris Johanessen)!  Enter by 

sending an e-mail to one of your editors 

(addresses below) and we will announce the 

WINNER in an upcoming issue of the 

newsletter.  Deadline: August 31, 2018. 

 

NOTE TO ALL MEMBERS: 

This is a newsletter for and by the 

membership of the Peace River Picklers.  

Your input, suggestions, and assistance will 

be needed to make this a successful endeavor.  

Please consider contacting us (email 

addresses below) with any ideas you have on 

an article, adding an activity, possible 

interviews with interesting pickleball players, 

etc.  It takes a village as they say!   

Now get out there and play! 

 

 

PEACE RIVER PICKLERS, INC. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Effective 12-8-17 

 
Joel Shaffer, President (joel_shaffer@hotmail.com)  

Lin Coe, Vice President (l.coe49@gmail.com)  

Karen Farley, Interim Secretary (kaejae77@yahoo.com)  

Andrea Gately, Interim Treasurer (56agately@gmail.com)  

Doug Gammie, Director (gammie72@msn.com)  

Gloria Reilly, Director (peteglo.reilly@gmail.com) 

 

 

The Mission of the Peace River Picklers, Inc. pickleball club is to promote pickleball through 

education, clinics, and competitive tournaments to residents of Charlotte County and surrounding 

areas as well as providing opportunities for competitive and social pickleball activities. Our 

overall theme is to encourage sportsmanship and camaraderie through fun and exercise. 

Your writers/editors for the Newsletter: 
Ginny MacDonald – macdonald24520@gmail.com 

Sue Meyer – suemeyer@umich.edu 

mailto:joel_shaffer@hotmail.com
mailto:l.coe49@gmail.com
mailto:kaejae77@yahoo.com
mailto:56agately@gmail.com
mailto:gammie72@msn.com
mailto:peteglo.reilly@gmail.com
mailto:macdonald24520@gmail.com
mailto:suemeyer@umich.edu

